


To the Hon. H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court 


for Lee County, Virginia. 
Humbly complaining, your orator, Ira Fisher, a citizen 
of said county, would respectfully represent and show unto 
your honor, that on or about the 25th day of January, 1866, he 
was married to one Elizabeth Johnson; that he and his said wife 
lived together as hasband and wife until sevem or cight years 
ago when hés said wife became irratable and disagreeable, so 
much so that he was afraid that she would do him some violence, 
she having on one occasion attempted to kill him with an axe, 
and they then separated, she in fact abandoned your said orator, 
and declared she would not live with him any longer. After this, 
and about four years ago ne the interposition of friends she 
agreed to live with your orator, and did live with mim your orator 
as his wife for a few days, and then she abandoned your orator 
again, and ,although he has done everything in his power to bring 
about reconciliation, both by his own efforts and that of friends, 
she has failed and refused to live with your orator as his wie 
and he has had to make his hdme with his children. The conduct 
of his said wife towards him has been without cause as he has 
treated her kindly and vithout nee consent ar connivance in any 
manner. 
Her said abandonment of him having continued for four 
years your orator is advised that he is entitled to an absolute 
divorce from her.’ ‘The’ ebject of this bill, therefore, isto 
obtain a divorce from the bonds of matrimony existing between 
himself and his said wife. To tnis end he makes the said Elizabeth 
Fisher the party defendant tothis bill, and asks that she be required 
to answer the same but not under oath, answer under oath being 
waived; that on a hearing t& divorce from the bonésof matrimony; 
existing betwéen them be granted your orator, and that he be granted 


all such other, further and general relief as he may show himself 


entitled to. , And your orator will ever pray kc. y 
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Ira Fisher, Plaanti ff. 
VS. in Chancery. 


Elizabeth Fisher, ; Defendants. 


This cause came on to be head upon the bill of the 


plaintiff, the process duly executed on the defendant and the 


cause regularly matured at rules and set for hearing by the plaintiff 


and the depositions of witnesess and was argued by counsel for the 
pl sierra ff 

On consideration thereof it &s adjudged ordered ana 
decreed that the bonds of matrimony existing between the plseintiff 
and defendant be and the same are hereby disolved and the parties 
divorced from each other; and that the plaintiff recover against 
the defendant the cost of this suit in this behalf expended. And 


the cause is stricken from the aocket. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Pisher, 

You will please take notice that on the doth day of 
August, 1907 at the law office of James W. Orr, in Jonesville, Vir- 
einia, I will proceed, to take. the repobitionbor Shslag fisher 
and others, which depositions are intended to be r ead in my 
behalf in a certain suit in chancery pending in the Circuit Court 
for Lee County, Virginia, in which IT am plaintiff and you are 
defendants, and if from any cause the taking of the said depositions 
be not commenced on that day, or if commenced be not completed on > 
that day, the taxing of the same will be adjourned from time to time, 
and from place to place until completed. 


This August 14th, 1907. 
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The depositions of John W.MePherson and others, thaken before 
me Geo.P.Cridlin, a comhissioner in chancery for the cireuit court 
of Lee County, Virginia; on the 30th day of August, 1907, at the 
law office of James W.Orr, in the town of Jonesville, Virginia, pur- 


suant to notice hereto attached, which depositions are intended to 
be read as evidence on behalf of the olainti fie an a cevtein suit 


in chancery now pending in the said circuit court of Lee County, 
irginia in ‘which tra Fisher is plaintiff and J Elizabeth Fisher 
is defendant. | 
Present, James W.Orr for Daenee S § 
John W.McPherson, @ wivness of la wil age being duly sworn 
deposes as folléws: 4 
Q.1.-- Please state you age, place of residence and occupation 
and what official position you nota 1s any? 
A.e-- [am 60 years old, reside on Blackwater, Lee County, Va. 
am a Poamed and: a justice ot the peace. 
Qike-- Are you acquainted with the plaintiff and his: wife “and if 
so how, long have you known then. 
Rusher ae am, have fri van them ever since the war, and have lived 
close to them for OO years. 
Q@.de.-- State whether or not the plaintiff and defendant have 
lived agreeably together as husband and wife during any part of 


the time’? 


Av-~ S50 tar as I know they have lived together all right untid 


about four years ago. 
as 4e~- State what. the defendant &s treatment and demeanor towards 
her husband was about four years ago, and since, if you know? 

A.-+ She was very i211 Towards him and would not live with him 
any longer. - I was sent, for some ‘two or three times to come and 
try to pursuade her to. live with ham. Hex ‘son came after nie once, 
and Mr. Fisher talked to me about it himself and cried. I did go and 
tried.«to get her to live with him, and one times I. got her to agree 
to live with him again put she’ only did SO about three days and then 
ran Him off again. She just claimed that she was tired of hin and 
wanted to get rid of him aXxXINHEAX and refused ee live with him 


any longer, 





It has been something over three years since she lived with him 
last. 
Q.5,.<-- Please state whether or not the plaintiff's conduct to- 
words his said wife so far as you know, has been kind , and has 
he endeavcered to yvrovide for a support and maintemance. 
A.w-- Tis conduct has.bpeen kind so far as I have observed, and he 
has been 2 hardworking man and provided a mlonty for their support. 
And so far as I know her conduct towards him wes without cause upon 
his part. 
12 6.-> Where do the parties to this suit reside. 
A.-- In lee County, Va. On Blackwater, and have lived there for 
40 or 40 years. 


And, further this deponent saith not. 


in CP 


The further taking of these depositions is adjourned til! the 


$rda day of september, 1907, at the same place. 


Met pursuant T.0 adjournment at the law office of J.W.Orr in 
the town of Jonesville, #a., on the Srd day of Bept/ 1907. 
w.O.Fannon, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposes 
as fodlcws: 
Q.1.+- Please state your age, residence and occupation. 
A.-- I am 33 years ol@, live on the East prong pf Blackwater, Lee 
Go. Vas and am a farmer / 
Q.2.-- Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit. 
A.+- I am acquainted with said parties and have knwon them Tor 
about 14 years. 
Q.3.-- State if you know wheat has been the conduct and treatment 
of the defendant towards the plaintiff? 


A.--I only know that he has been away from his old home’ for some 


a, Moai four years and I heard her say thet she hould never live 
Wi im 2 rain tha > : 
AE at a She quit a man ishe had done so for good. 
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It was the common talk of the neighborhood that she had run him away 
from hame. 

Q.4.-- Was the plaintiff when he was at home industrious and try 
to make a support ae himself and his family? 

Aw.-=Y¥es, sir, he was industrious, he tciled hard. for his family. 
Since he has been away from home he has been living with his chil- 
dren, while his wife has been livine at the old home, the place whe re 


he formerly lived. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
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Virginia, Lee Couhty, To-Wit: 


; Ay r ts 
court of Lee county, Virginia, do certify that the ae ie 


I,Geo.P.Cridlin, a commissioner in shopper for the G@ircuit ec 
sitions of J.W.McPherson and C.W.Fannon ee t Gow 
subscribed before me at the times Blade dnd Wh Be: 
caption Mmenioned. 
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hie Sourmornwealth of Mirginia, 


t) appear at the Clork’s office of the Circuit Court cf the Cor 


nty of Lee, at’ rules to be eld for the said court, 


on por ss he in Gah Samoan EO! yiat an:wer a bill 


in chancery exhibited against 


And have tag there this writ. are H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the..w2.Z Ke 
day of... Maida 1s0/7 and Is, 
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@Ghe Commo nwealth of Virginia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greetins: 


a aad 


LS (PCLT LE. Cogn il 


to appear be efore iia a Court’of the County of Lee, at the 4 


ee wi Legh 


ce eA. Dependents 


shall in no wise omit, under the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. 


Witness, PE te Clerk of our said court, at the court-house fee ed HE day of 


Eo eet 90. /, and in the Fool -—-year o of the Commonwealth. 


/ LLO,A Fes, 
OB ere ICCA 
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